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Hickory Choral Society
Board of Directors

2022-23

Sharon Milligan – President
Gail Summer – Vice-President

Susan Goldstein – Past-President
Kathy Ivey – Secretary
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Lu Litton Griffin – Publicity
Marty Light – Member-At-Large
Kellie Light – Member-At-Large
Grant Logan – Member-At-Large       

 

Back Row: Marty Light, Susan Goldstein, Grant Logan, Lu Litton Griffin, Kellie Light
Front Row: Sharon Milligan, Linda DiCianni, Kathy Ivey, Gail Summer, Gene Teague
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Welcome to the 45th Season of the Hickory Choral Society!

On behalf of the Board of Directors and all the singers in the 
Hickory Choral Society, thank you for joining us as we continue 
our musical journey this season. We are blessed to have you, our 
audiences and contributors, without whom our success would not 
be possible. It is an amazing relationship that has grown and  
developed over the past 45 years, much like the group itself.

Our theme throughout the 45th season is “Love”…which is some-
thing we can all use a little more of in today’s chaotic and  
broken world. We begin the season with our Christmas concerts  
in December 2022, titled Love Shall Overcome. That will be  
followed in March 2023 with our spring concert, By Love 
Restored. This concert will include an exciting commemorative 

performance of Dan Forrest’s Requiem for the Living, commissioned and premiered by HCS ten 
years ago. The piece will be performed in collaboration with Hickory Ballet and Performing Arts 
– a first for HCS! We will celebrate 45 Years of Love (Songs) at our May pops concert in down-
town Hickory, singing music from every decade of HCS history. Finally, our 45th season will con-
clude with our fall concert in October, Love and Music Endure, a tribute to all those who have 
been impacted by Alzheimer’s disease.

Coming out of an in depth and highly successful strategic planning process in 2021-22, the newly 
adopted mission statement of the Hickory Choral Society is as follows: 

 
“Hickory Choral Society transforms lives through performance, support of music education,  

and the advancement of social harmony in the North Carolina Foothills and beyond.”

This mission can only be accomplished by nurturing the numerous relationships we have  
developed with our audiences, contributors, and other area arts organizations. We use a variety  
of approaches to do this each year, some of which include:
   - A seasonal schedule of live performances, including other vocal and instrumental musicians
   - The I.G. Hamlin and Paulette Lael Music Library, lending quality choral music to area schools  
     and churches free of charge
   - The J. Don Coleman Education Fund, providing financial grants to local school choral programs
   - Commissioning and performing new choral works
   - Engaging and educating children in choral music via our children’s Christmas concert  
     (Cookies & Carols) and our annual Summer Choral Camp

Thank you for choosing to be part of this journey with us. If you are a returning contributor, we 
deeply appreciate your loyal support and attendance at our concerts. Through your gifts we have 
been able to provide the wonderful concerts and music education programs that the Hickory 
Choral Society has been known for throughout our 45 years. If you are new to the HCS  
experience, we invite you to become a partner with us, and look forward to becoming a regular 
part of your cultural arts activities for many years to come.  

							       Sharon Foster Milligan
							       HCS President, 2022-23
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years
Our 45th Season 
Concert Program

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS
Cookies and Carols  

Saturday, December 3, 2022 11:00 am
Drendel Auditorium

Love Shall Overcome
Friday, December 9, 2022 7:30 pm

Saturday, December 10, 2022 3:00 pm
Saturday, December 10, 2022 7:30 pm
Sunday, December 11, 2022 3:00 pm
Corinth Reformed Church, Hickory

SPRING CONCERT
By Love RESTored

Dan Forrest’s Requiem for the Living 
10th Anniversary

Saturday, March 18, 2023  7:30 pm
Sunday, March 19, 2023  3:00 pm

Corinth Reformed Church, Hickory

SINGING UNDER THE SAILS
45 Years of Love (Songs)

 Sunday, May 21, 2023   5:00 pm
Downtown Hickory

FALL CONCERT
Love and Music Endure

Sunday, October 22, 2023  3:00 pm
Venue TBD

For Season Membership Information,
please call the HCS Office at 828-322-2210 

or visit HickoryChoralSociety.org
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The Hickory Choral Society 
Board of Directors  

 

thanks 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
LEE & CINDY COMBS 
Elizabeth & Michael 

Philyaw 
 
 

FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT  
OF OUR CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 
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LOVE SHALL OVERCOME 
HCS CHRISTMAS 2022 

 
 

 
 
SET ME AS A SEAL Julius C. Miller, III (b. 1981)  
 

Small Ensemble  
Heather Hooker-Bowen, Alexandria McNeely, Nancy Toy, sopranos 

Anne Gonzalez, Oliva Higdon, Morgan Logan, altos 
Buzz Foster, Kevin Sipe Chandler Smith, tenors 

Marty Light, Larry Nipe, Mark Selm, basses 
 
PERSONENT HODIE 13th century processional, arr. Lara Hoggard 
 
SUNG IN LATIN:  
Personent hodie voces puerulae laudantes iucunde qui nobis est natus,  
  Let resound today the voices of children joyfully praising him who is born to us,  
summo Deo datus, et de virgineo ventre procreatus.  
  given by most high God, and conceived by a virginal womb.  
 

In mundo nascitur panis inouluitur praesepi ponitur stabulo brutolum,  
   Into the world, he was born wrapped in swaddling clothes, laid in a manger, a stable of beasts, 
rector supernorum. Perdidit spolia princeps infernorum.  
   the master of the heavens. The prince of hell has lost his spoils.  
 

Magi tres venerunt munera offerunt paruulum inquirunt stellulam sequendo,  
   Three magi came, they were bearing gifts, and sought the little, a star following, 
ipsum adorando, aurum thus, et myrrham ei offrendo 
   him to worship, gold, frankincense, and myrrh to offer him.  
 

Omnes clericuli pariter pueri cantent ut angeli, aduenisti mundo, 
   Let all the young choristers sing like angels, “You have come of the world, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!”   
   Glory to God in the highest!”  
 
THE ANGEL GABRIEL 19th c. Basque Carol, arr. John Leavitt  
 
 
 
 
MAGNIFICAT ANIMA MEA (from MAGNIFICAT) Taylor Scott Davis (b. 1980)   
 

SUNG IN LATIN:  
Magnificat anima mea Dominum. Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo.    

  My soul magnifies the Lord. And my spirit has rejoiced in God my savior.  
Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae:  
   For he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden:  
ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes generationes.  
   For behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
Quia fecit mihi magna qui potens est: et sanctum nomen ejus.  
   For he who is mighty has done great things to me; and holy is his name i 
 

The following five movements excerpted from extended works will be performed without pause.  
Applause is welcome after “Glory to God”.   

 
CHRISTMAS ORATORIO J.S Bach (1685-1750)   

11. AND THERE WERE SHEPHERDS  
12. AND THE ANGEL SAID 
13. BREAK FORTH, O BEAUTEOUS HEAVENLY LIGHT 
 

 

CHRISTMAS ORATORIO Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)  
2. AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE ANGEL  

 

MASS: A CELEBRATION OF LOVE AND JOY André Thomas (b. 1952)  
2. GLORY TO GOD  

Paul Van Breeman, tenor 
LaKeisha Ross-Johnson, soprano 

 
 
 
 
LOVE LOOKED DOWN Dale Warland (b. 1932)  
 

Light looked down and beheld Darkness. 
   “Thither will I go,” said Light.  
Peace looked down and beheld War.  
   “Thither will I go,” said Peace.  
Love looked down and beheld Hatred. 
   “Thither will I go,” said Love.  
 

So came LIGHT and shone.  
So came PEACE and gave rest.  
So came LOVE and brought LIFE.  

LOVE SHALL OVERCOME 
HCS CHRISTMAS 2022 

 
 

 
 
SET ME AS A SEAL Julius C. Miller, III (b. 1981)  
 

Small Ensemble  
Heather Hooker-Bowen, Alexandria McNeely, Nancy Toy, sopranos 

Anne Gonzalez, Oliva Higdon, Morgan Logan, altos 
Buzz Foster, Kevin Sipe Chandler Smith, tenors 

Marty Light, Larry Nipe, Mark Selm, basses 
 
PERSONENT HODIE 13th century processional, arr. Lara Hoggard 
 
SUNG IN LATIN:  
Personent hodie voces puerulae laudantes iucunde qui nobis est natus,  
  Let resound today the voices of children joyfully praising him who is born to us,  
summo Deo datus, et de virgineo ventre procreatus.  
  given by most high God, and conceived by a virginal womb.  
 

In mundo nascitur panis inouluitur praesepi ponitur stabulo brutolum,  
   Into the world, he was born wrapped in swaddling clothes, laid in a manger, a stable of beasts, 
rector supernorum. Perdidit spolia princeps infernorum.  
   the master of the heavens. The prince of hell has lost his spoils.  
 

Magi tres venerunt munera offerunt paruulum inquirunt stellulam sequendo,  
   Three magi came, they were bearing gifts, and sought the little, a star following, 
ipsum adorando, aurum thus, et myrrham ei offrendo 
   him to worship, gold, frankincense, and myrrh to offer him.  
 

Omnes clericuli pariter pueri cantent ut angeli, aduenisti mundo, 
   Let all the young choristers sing like angels, “You have come of the world, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!”   
   Glory to God in the highest!”  
 
THE ANGEL GABRIEL 19th c. Basque Carol, arr. John Leavitt  
 
 
 
 
MAGNIFICAT ANIMA MEA (from MAGNIFICAT) Taylor Scott Davis (b. 1980)   
 

SUNG IN LATIN:  
Magnificat anima mea Dominum. Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo.    

  My soul magnifies the Lord. And my spirit has rejoiced in God my savior.  
Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae:  
   For he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden:  
ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes generationes.  
   For behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
Quia fecit mihi magna qui potens est: et sanctum nomen ejus.  
   For he who is mighty has done great things to me; and holy is his name i 
 

The following five movements excerpted from extended works will be performed without pause.  
Applause is welcome after “Glory to God”.   

 
CHRISTMAS ORATORIO J.S Bach (1685-1750)   

11. AND THERE WERE SHEPHERDS  
12. AND THE ANGEL SAID 
13. BREAK FORTH, O BEAUTEOUS HEAVENLY LIGHT 
 

 

CHRISTMAS ORATORIO Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)  
2. AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE ANGEL  

 

MASS: A CELEBRATION OF LOVE AND JOY André Thomas (b. 1952)  
2. GLORY TO GOD  

Paul Van Breeman, tenor 
LaKeisha Ross-Johnson, soprano 

 
 
 
 
LOVE LOOKED DOWN Dale Warland (b. 1932)  
 

Light looked down and beheld Darkness. 
   “Thither will I go,” said Light.  
Peace looked down and beheld War.  
   “Thither will I go,” said Peace.  
Love looked down and beheld Hatred. 
   “Thither will I go,” said Love.  
 

So came LIGHT and shone.  
So came PEACE and gave rest.  
So came LOVE and brought LIFE.  

LOVE SHALL OVERCOME 
HCS CHRISTMAS 2022 

 
 

 
 
SET ME AS A SEAL Julius C. Miller, III (b. 1981)  
 

Small Ensemble  
Heather Hooker-Bowen, Alexandria McNeely, Nancy Toy, sopranos 

Anne Gonzalez, Oliva Higdon, Morgan Logan, altos 
Buzz Foster, Kevin Sipe Chandler Smith, tenors 

Marty Light, Larry Nipe, Mark Selm, basses 
 
PERSONENT HODIE 13th century processional, arr. Lara Hoggard 
 
SUNG IN LATIN:  
Personent hodie voces puerulae laudantes iucunde qui nobis est natus,  
  Let resound today the voices of children joyfully praising him who is born to us,  
summo Deo datus, et de virgineo ventre procreatus.  
  given by most high God, and conceived by a virginal womb.  
 

In mundo nascitur panis inouluitur praesepi ponitur stabulo brutolum,  
   Into the world, he was born wrapped in swaddling clothes, laid in a manger, a stable of beasts, 
rector supernorum. Perdidit spolia princeps infernorum.  
   the master of the heavens. The prince of hell has lost his spoils.  
 

Magi tres venerunt munera offerunt paruulum inquirunt stellulam sequendo,  
   Three magi came, they were bearing gifts, and sought the little, a star following, 
ipsum adorando, aurum thus, et myrrham ei offrendo 
   him to worship, gold, frankincense, and myrrh to offer him.  
 

Omnes clericuli pariter pueri cantent ut angeli, aduenisti mundo, 
   Let all the young choristers sing like angels, “You have come of the world, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!”   
   Glory to God in the highest!”  
 
THE ANGEL GABRIEL 19th c. Basque Carol, arr. John Leavitt  
 
 
 
 
MAGNIFICAT ANIMA MEA (from MAGNIFICAT) Taylor Scott Davis (b. 1980)   
 

SUNG IN LATIN:  
Magnificat anima mea Dominum. Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo.    

  My soul magnifies the Lord. And my spirit has rejoiced in God my savior.  
Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae:  
   For he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden:  
ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes generationes.  
   For behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
Quia fecit mihi magna qui potens est: et sanctum nomen ejus.  
   For he who is mighty has done great things to me; and holy is his name i 
 

The following five movements excerpted from extended works will be performed without pause.  
Applause is welcome after “Glory to God”.   

 
CHRISTMAS ORATORIO J.S Bach (1685-1750)   

11. AND THERE WERE SHEPHERDS  
12. AND THE ANGEL SAID 
13. BREAK FORTH, O BEAUTEOUS HEAVENLY LIGHT 
 

 

CHRISTMAS ORATORIO Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)  
2. AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE ANGEL  

 

MASS: A CELEBRATION OF LOVE AND JOY André Thomas (b. 1952)  
2. GLORY TO GOD  

Paul Van Breeman, tenor 
LaKeisha Ross-Johnson, soprano 

 
 
 
 
LOVE LOOKED DOWN Dale Warland (b. 1932)  
 

Light looked down and beheld Darkness. 
   “Thither will I go,” said Light.  
Peace looked down and beheld War.  
   “Thither will I go,” said Peace.  
Love looked down and beheld Hatred. 
   “Thither will I go,” said Love.  
 

So came LIGHT and shone.  
So came PEACE and gave rest.  
So came LOVE and brought LIFE.  

LOVE SHALL OVERCOME 
HCS CHRISTMAS 2022 

 
 

 
 
SET ME AS A SEAL Julius C. Miller, III (b. 1981)  
 

Small Ensemble  
Heather Hooker-Bowen, Alexandria McNeely, Nancy Toy, sopranos 

Anne Gonzalez, Oliva Higdon, Morgan Logan, altos 
Buzz Foster, Kevin Sipe Chandler Smith, tenors 

Marty Light, Larry Nipe, Mark Selm, basses 
 
PERSONENT HODIE 13th century processional, arr. Lara Hoggard 
 
SUNG IN LATIN:  
Personent hodie voces puerulae laudantes iucunde qui nobis est natus,  
  Let resound today the voices of children joyfully praising him who is born to us,  
summo Deo datus, et de virgineo ventre procreatus.  
  given by most high God, and conceived by a virginal womb.  
 

In mundo nascitur panis inouluitur praesepi ponitur stabulo brutolum,  
   Into the world, he was born wrapped in swaddling clothes, laid in a manger, a stable of beasts, 
rector supernorum. Perdidit spolia princeps infernorum.  
   the master of the heavens. The prince of hell has lost his spoils.  
 

Magi tres venerunt munera offerunt paruulum inquirunt stellulam sequendo,  
   Three magi came, they were bearing gifts, and sought the little, a star following, 
ipsum adorando, aurum thus, et myrrham ei offrendo 
   him to worship, gold, frankincense, and myrrh to offer him.  
 

Omnes clericuli pariter pueri cantent ut angeli, aduenisti mundo, 
   Let all the young choristers sing like angels, “You have come of the world, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!”   
   Glory to God in the highest!”  
 
THE ANGEL GABRIEL 19th c. Basque Carol, arr. John Leavitt  
 
 
 
 
MAGNIFICAT ANIMA MEA (from MAGNIFICAT) Taylor Scott Davis (b. 1980)   
 

SUNG IN LATIN:  
Magnificat anima mea Dominum. Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo.    

  My soul magnifies the Lord. And my spirit has rejoiced in God my savior.  
Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae:  
   For he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden:  
ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes generationes.  
   For behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
Quia fecit mihi magna qui potens est: et sanctum nomen ejus.  
   For he who is mighty has done great things to me; and holy is his name i 
 

The following five movements excerpted from extended works will be performed without pause.  
Applause is welcome after “Glory to God”.   

 
CHRISTMAS ORATORIO J.S Bach (1685-1750)   

11. AND THERE WERE SHEPHERDS  
12. AND THE ANGEL SAID 
13. BREAK FORTH, O BEAUTEOUS HEAVENLY LIGHT 
 

 

CHRISTMAS ORATORIO Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)  
2. AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE ANGEL  

 

MASS: A CELEBRATION OF LOVE AND JOY André Thomas (b. 1952)  
2. GLORY TO GOD  

Paul Van Breeman, tenor 
LaKeisha Ross-Johnson, soprano 

 
 
 
 
LOVE LOOKED DOWN Dale Warland (b. 1932)  
 

Light looked down and beheld Darkness. 
   “Thither will I go,” said Light.  
Peace looked down and beheld War.  
   “Thither will I go,” said Peace.  
Love looked down and beheld Hatred. 
   “Thither will I go,” said Love.  
 

So came LIGHT and shone.  
So came PEACE and gave rest.  
So came LOVE and brought LIFE.  

LOVE SHALL OVERCOME 
HCS CHRISTMAS 2022 

 
 

 
 
SET ME AS A SEAL Julius C. Miller, III (b. 1981)  
 

Small Ensemble  
Heather Hooker-Bowen, Alexandria McNeely, Nancy Toy, sopranos 

Anne Gonzalez, Oliva Higdon, Morgan Logan, altos 
Buzz Foster, Kevin Sipe Chandler Smith, tenors 

Marty Light, Larry Nipe, Mark Selm, basses 
 
PERSONENT HODIE 13th century processional, arr. Lara Hoggard 
 
SUNG IN LATIN:  
Personent hodie voces puerulae laudantes iucunde qui nobis est natus,  
  Let resound today the voices of children joyfully praising him who is born to us,  
summo Deo datus, et de virgineo ventre procreatus.  
  given by most high God, and conceived by a virginal womb.  
 

In mundo nascitur panis inouluitur praesepi ponitur stabulo brutolum,  
   Into the world, he was born wrapped in swaddling clothes, laid in a manger, a stable of beasts, 
rector supernorum. Perdidit spolia princeps infernorum.  
   the master of the heavens. The prince of hell has lost his spoils.  
 

Magi tres venerunt munera offerunt paruulum inquirunt stellulam sequendo,  
   Three magi came, they were bearing gifts, and sought the little, a star following, 
ipsum adorando, aurum thus, et myrrham ei offrendo 
   him to worship, gold, frankincense, and myrrh to offer him.  
 

Omnes clericuli pariter pueri cantent ut angeli, aduenisti mundo, 
   Let all the young choristers sing like angels, “You have come of the world, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!”   
   Glory to God in the highest!”  
 
THE ANGEL GABRIEL 19th c. Basque Carol, arr. John Leavitt  
 
 
 
 
MAGNIFICAT ANIMA MEA (from MAGNIFICAT) Taylor Scott Davis (b. 1980)   
 

SUNG IN LATIN:  
Magnificat anima mea Dominum. Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo.    

  My soul magnifies the Lord. And my spirit has rejoiced in God my savior.  
Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae:  
   For he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden:  
ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes generationes.  
   For behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
Quia fecit mihi magna qui potens est: et sanctum nomen ejus.  
   For he who is mighty has done great things to me; and holy is his name i 
 

The following five movements excerpted from extended works will be performed without pause.  
Applause is welcome after “Glory to God”.   

 
CHRISTMAS ORATORIO J.S Bach (1685-1750)   

11. AND THERE WERE SHEPHERDS  
12. AND THE ANGEL SAID 
13. BREAK FORTH, O BEAUTEOUS HEAVENLY LIGHT 
 

 

CHRISTMAS ORATORIO Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)  
2. AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE ANGEL  

 

MASS: A CELEBRATION OF LOVE AND JOY André Thomas (b. 1952)  
2. GLORY TO GOD  

Paul Van Breeman, tenor 
LaKeisha Ross-Johnson, soprano 

 
 
 
 
LOVE LOOKED DOWN Dale Warland (b. 1932)  
 

Light looked down and beheld Darkness. 
   “Thither will I go,” said Light.  
Peace looked down and beheld War.  
   “Thither will I go,” said Peace.  
Love looked down and beheld Hatred. 
   “Thither will I go,” said Love.  
 

So came LIGHT and shone.  
So came PEACE and gave rest.  
So came LOVE and brought LIFE.  

LOVE SHALL OVERCOME 
HCS CHRISTMAS 2022 

 
 

 
 
SET ME AS A SEAL Julius C. Miller, III (b. 1981)  
 

Small Ensemble  
Heather Hooker-Bowen, Alexandria McNeely, Nancy Toy, sopranos 

Anne Gonzalez, Oliva Higdon, Morgan Logan, altos 
Buzz Foster, Kevin Sipe Chandler Smith, tenors 

Marty Light, Larry Nipe, Mark Selm, basses 
 
PERSONENT HODIE 13th century processional, arr. Lara Hoggard 
 
SUNG IN LATIN:  
Personent hodie voces puerulae laudantes iucunde qui nobis est natus,  
  Let resound today the voices of children joyfully praising him who is born to us,  
summo Deo datus, et de virgineo ventre procreatus.  
  given by most high God, and conceived by a virginal womb.  
 

In mundo nascitur panis inouluitur praesepi ponitur stabulo brutolum,  
   Into the world, he was born wrapped in swaddling clothes, laid in a manger, a stable of beasts, 
rector supernorum. Perdidit spolia princeps infernorum.  
   the master of the heavens. The prince of hell has lost his spoils.  
 

Magi tres venerunt munera offerunt paruulum inquirunt stellulam sequendo,  
   Three magi came, they were bearing gifts, and sought the little, a star following, 
ipsum adorando, aurum thus, et myrrham ei offrendo 
   him to worship, gold, frankincense, and myrrh to offer him.  
 

Omnes clericuli pariter pueri cantent ut angeli, aduenisti mundo, 
   Let all the young choristers sing like angels, “You have come of the world, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!”   
   Glory to God in the highest!”  
 
THE ANGEL GABRIEL 19th c. Basque Carol, arr. John Leavitt  
 
 
 
 
MAGNIFICAT ANIMA MEA (from MAGNIFICAT) Taylor Scott Davis (b. 1980)   
 

SUNG IN LATIN:  
Magnificat anima mea Dominum. Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo.    

  My soul magnifies the Lord. And my spirit has rejoiced in God my savior.  
Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae:  
   For he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden:  
ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes generationes.  
   For behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
Quia fecit mihi magna qui potens est: et sanctum nomen ejus.  
   For he who is mighty has done great things to me; and holy is his name i 
 

The following five movements excerpted from extended works will be performed without pause.  
Applause is welcome after “Glory to God”.   

 
CHRISTMAS ORATORIO J.S Bach (1685-1750)   

11. AND THERE WERE SHEPHERDS  
12. AND THE ANGEL SAID 
13. BREAK FORTH, O BEAUTEOUS HEAVENLY LIGHT 
 

 

CHRISTMAS ORATORIO Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)  
2. AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE ANGEL  

 

MASS: A CELEBRATION OF LOVE AND JOY André Thomas (b. 1952)  
2. GLORY TO GOD  

Paul Van Breeman, tenor 
LaKeisha Ross-Johnson, soprano 

 
 
 
 
LOVE LOOKED DOWN Dale Warland (b. 1932)  
 

Light looked down and beheld Darkness. 
   “Thither will I go,” said Light.  
Peace looked down and beheld War.  
   “Thither will I go,” said Peace.  
Love looked down and beheld Hatred. 
   “Thither will I go,” said Love.  
 

So came LIGHT and shone.  
So came PEACE and gave rest.  
So came LOVE and brought LIFE.  

LOVE SHALL OVERCOME 
HCS CHRISTMAS 2022 

 
 

 
 
SET ME AS A SEAL Julius C. Miller, III (b. 1981)  
 

Small Ensemble  
Heather Hooker-Bowen, Alexandria McNeely, Nancy Toy, sopranos 

Anne Gonzalez, Oliva Higdon, Morgan Logan, altos 
Buzz Foster, Kevin Sipe Chandler Smith, tenors 

Marty Light, Larry Nipe, Mark Selm, basses 
 
PERSONENT HODIE 13th century processional, arr. Lara Hoggard 
 
SUNG IN LATIN:  
Personent hodie voces puerulae laudantes iucunde qui nobis est natus,  
  Let resound today the voices of children joyfully praising him who is born to us,  
summo Deo datus, et de virgineo ventre procreatus.  
  given by most high God, and conceived by a virginal womb.  
 

In mundo nascitur panis inouluitur praesepi ponitur stabulo brutolum,  
   Into the world, he was born wrapped in swaddling clothes, laid in a manger, a stable of beasts, 
rector supernorum. Perdidit spolia princeps infernorum.  
   the master of the heavens. The prince of hell has lost his spoils.  
 

Magi tres venerunt munera offerunt paruulum inquirunt stellulam sequendo,  
   Three magi came, they were bearing gifts, and sought the little, a star following, 
ipsum adorando, aurum thus, et myrrham ei offrendo 
   him to worship, gold, frankincense, and myrrh to offer him.  
 

Omnes clericuli pariter pueri cantent ut angeli, aduenisti mundo, 
   Let all the young choristers sing like angels, “You have come of the world, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!”   
   Glory to God in the highest!”  
 
THE ANGEL GABRIEL 19th c. Basque Carol, arr. John Leavitt  
 
 
 
 
MAGNIFICAT ANIMA MEA (from MAGNIFICAT) Taylor Scott Davis (b. 1980)   
 

SUNG IN LATIN:  
Magnificat anima mea Dominum. Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo.    

  My soul magnifies the Lord. And my spirit has rejoiced in God my savior.  
Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae:  
   For he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden:  
ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes generationes.  
   For behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
Quia fecit mihi magna qui potens est: et sanctum nomen ejus.  
   For he who is mighty has done great things to me; and holy is his name i 
 

The following five movements excerpted from extended works will be performed without pause.  
Applause is welcome after “Glory to God”.   
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12. AND THE ANGEL SAID 
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2. AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE ANGEL  

 

MASS: A CELEBRATION OF LOVE AND JOY André Thomas (b. 1952)  
2. GLORY TO GOD  

Paul Van Breeman, tenor 
LaKeisha Ross-Johnson, soprano 

 
 
 
 
LOVE LOOKED DOWN Dale Warland (b. 1932)  
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       -Laurence Housman, 1865  
 
LOVE SHALL OVERCOME (VENCERÁ EL AMOR) Carlos Colón (b. 1966)  
 
SUNG IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH:   
Love shall overcome even when the storm is raging.  
Though the night is long, still God’s pow’r is unchanging. 
Love shall overcome: After nights of bitter weeping,  
There comes a brighter dawn for saints of God’s own keeping.  
 

Vencerá el bien sobre tantas vejaciones.  
   Good shall overcome so many vexations.   
Vencerán tambien nuestras oraciones.  
  Our prayers will also overcome.  
Y estas lágrimas que juntos derramamos ungirán con paz nuestros corazones.  
   And these tears that together we cry will anoint our hearts with peace.  
 
JOY TO THE WORLD arr. Heather Sorenson  

Justin Johnson, baritone 
 
MY LOVE IS ALWAYS HERE  
(from HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS, PART I)  
Alexandre Desplat (b. 1961)   
 
LET IT SNOW! LET IT SNOW! LET IT SNOW! arr. Mark Hayes  
 
 
UBI CARITAS Dan Forrest (b. 1978)  
Commissioned by the singers of the Hickory Choral Society in honor of  
founding conductor Don Coleman’s 42 years of faithful service.   
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Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est 
   Where there is charity and love, God is there.  
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor.  
   The love of Christ has gathered us together.  
Exsultemus et in ipso jucundemur,  
   Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum.  
   Let us revere and love the living God. 
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero.  
   And from a sincere heart let us love one another.  
Gaudium quod est immensum.   
   And let there be immeasurable joy.  

Glorianter vultum tuum, cum beatis videamus Christe Deus. 
   The glory of your face, with the blessed we may see, Christ God.    
 -10th century  
 
O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL arr. John Rutter 
 
 

*  *  * 
 
 
Mark McGinnis and C. Pierson Shaw, narrators  
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Hickory Choral Society is a funded affiliate of the United Arts Council of Catawba County

Sleigh Ride by Leroy Anderson, arr. Nathan Zemp.  
World premiere of the choral/orchestral arrangement commissioned  
by the family of Leroy Anderson.
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LaKeisha Ross Johnson was born in Rockingham, NC and raised from age 5 to adulthood in Maiden, 
NC. A daughter of a pastor, LaKeisha sang her first solo, at the age of 4 at her father’s church in Ellerbe, 
NC. Ever since then she has found herself working and leading in the music ministry, helping to mellow 
the heart and win souls to Christ. At the age of 5, her father was appointed to a church in Lincolnton, 
NC. During his 15+years there, LaKeisha developed self-taught talents in singing, drums, saxophone, 
and some keyboard skills. She directed the church choir at 14 years of age and wrote a gospel play. 

In the summer of 2001, LaKeisha began her undergraduate studies at Lenoir-Rhyne University, a 
private, Lutheran, Liberal Arts college in Hickory, NC. She began as a music education major with 
a principle in woodwinds. She also studied voice. After participating in the musical, “1940’s Radio 
Hour” as Geneva Brown, she began to have a desire to train her voice. LaKeisha switched her major to 
corporate communication and added a minor in music performance, which were the two degrees that 
she graduated with in May 2005. She is currently enrolled at Southern New Hampshire University 
seeking her Master of Communication degree. 

LaKeisha who believes that music and ministry go hand in hand can always be heard saying, “I got my 
pastor’s back” That relationship and true passion to win souls to Christ has been the contributing factor 
in her 26 years as a music minister. She currently serves as the Minister of Worship, Arts, and Music and 
is a member at Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Hickory, NC where James L. Reeves is pastor. 
   
In her musical career, LaKeisha has performed with the Western Piedmont Symphony-Hickory, NC, 
placed 2nd in the Hefner-Williams Vocal Competition-Lincolnton, NC, performed leading roles in 
musicals such as Ragtime, 1940s Radio Hour, and Mid-Summer Night’s Dream, created a soundtrack 
for Hickory Museum of Art’s digital presentation called “Rhythm & Rights”-Hickory, NC and works 
with 3M productions in their gospel stage plays. She was chosen as a finalist to meet, audition, and get 
coaching from national gospel recording artist, Marvin Sapp.  She currently plays in a band, Even-X-
Change in which she provides lead vocals and instrumental with the alto saxophone. LaKeisha also runs 
her own entertainment and event planning group, Lady L Inc. LaKeisha served as Director of the Latin 
musical Evita, and The Color Purple at Hickory Community Theater. This was the first time in theater 
history with an all African American and female directorial team.

Lakeisha is married to Chris Johnson and they have 5 children, Shareika, Kristopher Xianna, Xzavier, 
LaTayvia, and Rhiley. At the recent passing of her sister, she has taken custody of her two youngest 
children, Lacyna and Jeremiah.  In all of her accomplishments and compliments, LaKeisha answers with 
one thing, “To God Be the Glory!”

LaKeisha Lynette Ross Johnson 



 

Dr. Ryan Luhrs is the Artistic Director and Conductor of the Hickory 
Choral Society and serves as Director of Choral Activities at Lenoir-
Rhyne University.  
 
At LR, he directs the A Cappella Choir -- the university’s touring flag-

ship choral ensemble -- and coordinates the Sacred Music Program, mentors choral music education 
students, directs the College Singers, and regularly teaches a protest music course in the university’s 
core offerings. 
  
Prior to his arrival in Hickory, Dr. Luhrs taught music at Andrew College, in Cuthbert, GA, and in 
public schools in Iowa and Minnesota. He has served as a church choir director and/or organist for 
congregations in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Georgia and is currently Music Director and Organist at 
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Hickory, NC. He  was also stage band director and tour  
director with the Kids from Wisconsin from 2005 to 2010 and sang with the Minneapolis-based 
National Lutheran Choir from 2008 to 2012.  

A proponent of using singing in groups to break down social barriers, Dr. Luhrs has organized choral 
festivals in rural Minnesota; southwestern Georgia; Tallahassee, FL; and Hickory, NC. His doctoral 
dissertation entitled Singing for Social Harmony: Choir Member Perceptions During Intergroup 
Contact investigated how choral music functions in settings where people of diverse backgrounds are 
present. Related research was the basis for an article in the February 2017 Choral Journal and  
presentations at regional and national conferences of the American Choral Directors Association 
(ACDA) and Chorus America. 

Dr. Luhrs holds degrees from Florida State University, Luther Seminary (with St. Olaf College), and 
Luther College. He resides in Hickory with his wife, Sarah, and their three young children.
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Artistic Director
Dr. Ryan Luhrs

Interim Associate Conductor 
Renee Shatley

“I actually have had three jobs since my retirement in 2017,” so 
explains Renee VanHorn Shatley, whose busy life has been - and 
still is - centered around music. After many years of teaching high 
school choral music, many of her years spent at East Burke and 
Draughn High Schools, she has continued to use her considerable 
skill to train and inspire students of all ages.

Renee is the Music Director at First United Methodist Church in Hickory. She directs the 
Chancel Choir and the Chancel Handbells.  She also oversees the music planning for the ser-
vice music. Renee has been involved in the music program at FUMC since September 2007.

“I have had the pleasure of being an adjunct professor at Lenoir Rhyne University since August 
of 2017 when Dr. Dan Kiser contacted me and asked if I would be willing to assist the music 
department.” During my time there, I have taught a variety of music classes and lessons, such 
as Applied Voice, Music Theory and Choral Methods.   

Renee is also a clinician and has directed choral festivals in several surrounding counties. Renee 
has a Bachelors of Music Degree from Mars Hill College (now University) and a Masters of 
Science in Music Education from The University of Illinois. She is married to Drew Shatley 
and they have two grown sons:  Zachery Shatley and Blair Shatley.

Accompanist 
Mary Texer

Mary Texer has been accompanying the Hickory Choral Society 
since 1984. Although most of the concert selections are 
performed with orchestra, she “brings the orchestra to the key-
board” during rehearsals. Her exceptional skills on the piano, 
harpsichord and organ bring her to the concerts as well, 
performing with the orchestra or as featured accompanist.  
A native of Grand Rapids, Michigan, she began her career as a 
pianist at age 6, studying at Interlochen. She received a Bachelor’s 

Degree in English and Music from Albion College.  She has taught privately and in the  
public school system as well as college level classes in theory and advanced piano.  Mary  
started a piano program at St. Stephens Lutheran School, has accompanied the Catawba 
County Choristers, many choirs, recitalists and community theatre musicals.  She is a member 
of the Hickory Rotary Club and a member of the Hickory Music Club.  Her two sons, Toby 
and Tad, daughter-in-law Meaghan, and grandson Baylor all live in Hickory; granddaughter 
Sadie lives and works in Salt Lake City.
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Hickory Choral Society
Dr. Ryan Luhrs, Conductor

Renee Shatley, Interim Associate Conductor
Mary Texer, Accompanist

Soprano I
Olivia Higdon
Kate Lawhorn
Ashlyn Lloyd
Alexandria McNeely
Beth Palermo
Gail Summer
Nancy Toy

Soprano II
Karina Alegre
Kathy Alexander
Nancy Beaty
Denise Bilhorn
Jodi Black
Linda DiCianni
Aleta Hoyle
Heather Hooker-Bowen
Kathy Ivey
Kellie Light
Linda Palko
Joyce Powell
Deborah Slade
Rebecca Tanner

Alto I
Sara Boss-Isenhour
Beth Brandes
Connie Burleson
Alexandra Burton
Becca Easterling
Susan Jarvis Goldstein
Cathi Hall
Erin Hooks
Morgan Logan
Dawn Price

Amy Rudd
Lori Sadowski
Renee Shatley
Hannah Strack
Lise Swensson
Bonnie Walker
Margaret Walters
Tabitha West

Alto II
Sharon Abernethy
Velda Cureton
Anne Gonzalez
Lu Litton Griffin
Marylynn Miles
Sharon Foster Milligan
Alison Reed
Pat Rice
Shirley Thomason
Karen Whitworth

Tenor I
Kevin Barlowe
John Bray
Buzz Foster
Kevin Sipe
Paul van Breeman

Tenor II
Charles Bolick
Eddie Compton
Jeff Dean
Andrew Parker
Timothy Penn
Bucky Robbins
Eric Ruffner

Pierson Shaw
Chandler Smith
  
Bass I
Scott Baker
Ken Beaty
Kyle Canerday
Craig Cansler
Tony Ikard
Mark Lawson
Marty Light
Don Mott
Rocky Reid
Mark Selm
Gene Teague

Bass II
Todd Dickerson
Justin Johnson
John McDaniel
Mark McGinnis
Rick Miller
Larry Nipe
Charles Sapp
Mark Seaman
Jim Valenti
Chuck Yoder
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VIOLIN I
R J Wohlman
Angie Allen

Charley Shafer
Luke Stikeleather

VIOLIN II
Luke Benton

Galina Johnson
Emmaline MacMillan

Molly Barrett
 
 

VIOLA
Timothy Gudger

Maria Kindt
Dean Burgos

 
CELLO 

Natalie Parker
Sally Ross

 
BASS

Mike DiTrolio
 

FLUTE
Laura Stevens

Abby Simoneau

OBOE
Anna Morris

CLARINET
David Allen 

Soo Goh

BASSOON
Paige West-Smith

HORN 
Tim Papenbrock
Melanie Watson

TRUMPET
William Lawing

Johammee Romero

TROMBONE
Taylor Jones

Mark Stephens

TUBA
Michael Taylor

TIMPANI
Charles Smith

PERCUSSION
Shawn Roberts
Chris Mayhew

HARP
Amber Koeppen

INSTRUMENTALISTS

Educating, Inspiring, and Connecting Through Song 	 17

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
      • 	  Corinth Reformed Church for the use of their exceptional facilities. 
      •	  The staff of Corinth Reformed Church.
      • 	  Bill Karslake for his faithful service as usher coordinator, Rusty Isenhour and
	  Karl Thomason, and all of the volunteer ushers.
      • 	  Percussion instruments and additional equipment generously provided by Western  
	  Piedmont Symphony.
      • 	  United Arts Council of Catawba County for leadership and support.
      • 	  The many faithful supporters who encourage the growth and performance of choral
	  music in Catawba County 
      •     Mark McGinnis & C. Pierson Shaw, narrators 

USHERS
Friday Night		   Saturday Afternoon
Karl Thomason, Head	  Rusty Isenhour, Head
Matt Ester		   Lori Compton
Vince Ferretti		   Kathy Mott
Kathy Greathouse	  Karen Shaw
Richard Greathouse	  Betsy Valentini
Grover Houck		   Mark Walters
Ingrid Keller		   Rand Brandes
Ellen Robbins		   Sandra Markland 
Sheryl Ruffner			          

Saturday Night	    Sunday Afternoon
Bob Thompson, Head	    Rusty Isenhour, Head
Janet Copeland		    Mike Filip
Linda Kelley		     Kathy Mott
Ellen Robbins		     Wayne Powell
Libby Teague		     Betsy Valentini
Mark Walters		     Mark Walters 
			      Karen Shaw  
			      Grover Houck	



2022-2023 Contributors
Underwriter 

Alex Lee
City of Hickory
Lee & Cindy Combs
Elizabeth & Michael Philyaw
Focus
Vanguard Furniture

Sustainer 

Bobby & Brenda Bush
Robert T. DiCianni Family Trust
Susan Jarvis Goldstein 
Hambrick Family Foundation
Rusty & Sara Isenhour
Sharon Foster Milligan
Mickey Shuford

Benefactor 

The Rev. & Mrs. Robert E. Allen
Drs. Lorin & Denise Bilhorn
Dr. Rand & Elizabeth Brandes
Lynn Burleson
G. Maurice Capps 
Carolina Ear, Nose & Throat
Stephen & Itzel Fee
JoAnne Flick
Paul & Martha Fogleman
Rick & Teresa Foster
Clement & Mary Elizabeth Geitner
Linda & John Greenwell
Alan & Lu Griffin
Jane F. Hunsucker
Gail & White Iddings
David & Pat Jones
Marty and Kellie Light
Jane Long

Ryan & Sarah Luhrs
Nancy F. Matheson
William W. McComb, Jr.
Mark & Diane McGinnis
Joel & Nancy Miller
David & Sara Moore
Bucky & Ellen Robbins
Carol Robinson
Jim & Judith Tarlton
Mary Texer
Toby & Meaghan Texer
Mr. & Mrs. Mark J. Walters
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Warmuth
WHKY
Chip & Lynn Young

Patron 

Scott Baker
Conrad & Rebecca Beam
Jodi Black
Lori Blocker
Connie Kurth Bowen
John & Linda Keenan Brackett
David & Martha Branyon
Dr. & Mrs. James Broselow
Reita M. Bryant
George & Sandra Clay
Ray & Sheri Combs
Janet S. Copeland
Joyce G. Corbett
Diana Spangler-Crawford
Thomas & Carole Cumming
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Dodd
Dr. Yvonne Duncan
Dr. & Mrs. John K. Earl
David E. Eidson
Mr. & Mrs. Steve A. Finger
Dr. & Mrs. J. Thomas Foster

2022-2023 Contributors
Richard Graf
Thomas & Susan Griffis
Clyde & Catherine S. Hall
Ben and Martha Hill
Erin & Robert Hooks
Grover L. Houck
Cathy Hunsucker & Tony Hanson
Drew Isenhour
Mr. W. Stine Isenhower
Mrs. Kathy Kim
Dr. & Mrs. Dale Menard
Patricia Merritt
W. Neil Moore
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Anne L. Moss
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Bob & Kandi Peterson
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Dr. Judith Thomas Ray
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Polly Shook
Peggy Stivers
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Karl & Shirley Thomason
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John & Celeste Watts
Eugenia & Carl Welch
Les & Beth Whicker
Karen Schell Whitworth

Donor 

Linda D. Baker
Pamela Beatty
Evan & Nancy Bledsoe
Ken & Connie Burleson
Malcolm & Jane Kirby Campbell

Bobby & Margaret Ann Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Canerday 
Don & Toni Coleman
Dianne Corbett
Velda Cureton
Mike & Denise Filip
Beverly C. Finney
Virgil Foster
Ann Gaither
Drs. Michael & Anne Gonzalez
Jim & Sharon Goodwin
Barbara A. Herman
Mr. Ken & Dr. Jessica Hilderbran
Sonny & Harriet Hines
Lisa & Terry Jennings
Candace Johnson/Shirley Barlowe
Lynn & Keith Johnson
Mary J. Johnson
Wallace & Sallie Johnson
Bill and Martha Karslake
Kelly & Jennifer Keever
Kent Kerley &Thom Hutchens
Duane & Betti Kirkman
Mark Lawson
Paul & Marie Martino
Lucy F. McCarl
Della Marie McKinnon
Donna Myers
Lary Nipe & Colleen Balco
Wayne & Joyce Powell
Meredith Priestley
Richard Reese
Patricia L. Rice
Norma Robinson
Martha & Sarah Shumate
Mark & Thea Sinclair
David Sparks
Lynn & JoAnn Spees
Victoria Staton
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2022-2023 Contributors
Sue Strachan
Dr. William F. Straka
Chris & Rebecca Tanner
Richard & Adrienne Washer
Dane & Judy Whitworth
Nancy J. Wilfong
Lee & Karen Young

Sponsor 

Barbara T. Harris
Kim & Paul Holden
Elizabeth Holland
Tawny Homesley
Coy & Julia Hudson
Wayne Jones & Gary Gilleland
Allison Leibowitz
Gene & Marie Mauney
Marjorie McDaniel
Bruce & Laura Meisner
Cliff Moone
Gene & Sue Moore
Nancy Morgan
Lorraine Morlok
Don & Kathy Mott
John & Beverly Nelson
John & Cathy Pascone
William & Shannon Pleasant
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald S. Roseman
Amy Rudd
Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. Sain
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Sapp
John & Ellen Self
Ed Shuford
Ernie & Cindy Sills
Kevin & Amy Sipe
Robert & Veronica Smith
Bill & Sandy Stark
Carol C. Stephan

Lise Swensson & Dan Smith
Bob & Linda Thompson
Todd Dickerson
Jim & Mindi Valenti
Walt & Carol Von Miller
Bonnie Walker
Jack & Judy West
Tabitha West
Al & Trina Williams
Bob & Betty Ann Williams
Bill & Debbie Williams

Friend 

Mr. & Mrs. William Abernethy 
Anne Beach
Cory Bush
Priscilla Carney
Jerry & Pat Cates
Sandra Cline
Jeff Dean
Deborah Godfrey
Peter Gravely
Jean Long Hefner
Carrol & Aleta Hoyle
Bill Oelkers
Nellie Pruitt
Henry Rendleman
Mark & Patty Selm
Richard & Deborah Slade
Betsy S. Valentini
Chuck & Denise Yoder
Karen M. Yost

20		  Educating, Inspiring, and Connecting Through Song 	 21



22		

PROUD TO PROVIDE A HOME TO THE 

HICKORY CHORAL SOCIETY 
AS WELL AS THE CATAWBA SCIENCE CENTER, HICKORY MUSEUM OF ART, 

UNITED ARTS COUNCIL AND THE WESTERN PIEDMONT SYMPHONY.
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 Center
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In Honor of  our Leadership Donors

w w w . a r t s c a t a w b a . o r g

2022 United Arts Fund Campaign

Jayne and Shuford Abernethy
Ballenger Family Partnership

in memory of Donna, Cass and Cindy Ballenger
Dr. and Mrs. John W. Bates

Judy and James Benton
Dorothy Best
Greg Billings

The Bolick Founda�on
Beth and Larry Bowman
Ellie and Peter Bradshaw
Brenda and Bobby Bush
Danielle and Kit Cannon
Sandra and George Clay

Denise and Mike Filip
Michele Francois and Jeff Neuville

Jerry Froedge
in memory of Sandra Froedge

Ann  H. Gaither
Mr. and Mrs. Clement Geitner

GiGi and Jack Glasheen
Susan Jarvis Goldstein

Sharon S.  and Dr. Jim Goodwin
 in memory of James "Mike" Ogle Goodwin
Kathryn and Richard Greathouse

Sarah and Ryen Greer
D’Ann and Kevin Grell
Amy and David Hayes

Hickory Sheet Metal Co., Inc.
Cathy Hunsucker and Tony Hanson

Mrs. Jane Hunsucker
Kent Kerley

Nila and Landon B. Lane Jr.
Patricia Lee and Kirby Kepford

Kellie and Mar�n Light
in memory of Shawn Stone

Be�y P. Lohr
in honor of Kathy Greathouse

Chrisanne and Lamar Mitchell

Sara and David Moore
Robert A. Mullinax
Dr. Deloy Oberlin

Dr. Kerry Payne and Mrs. Kelly Bruley
Harriet and Dean Proctor

Katherine and Chris Rogers
Elaine and Danny Seaver 

 in memory of Shirrelene Turner Seaver
Polly Shook

Jane Lee Shuler and Steve Neuville
Angela Simmons and Jeff Behmer   

Rebecca and Adam Stewart
Marian and Christopher Story

Christy and Bill Taylor
Coco and Lee Teeter

Laura and Michael Thomas
Beth and Robert Warmuth

Taylor and  Frank Young
in honor of Kathy Greathouse

The Claude S. Jr. and  Raenelle B. Abernethy Charitable Trust
Susan and Larry Aiello

Laila and Paul Caporossi
Cargo Transporters

Bonita and Vince Ferre�
Susan and Paul Fleetwood

Peggy Fullwood
Joan E. Gardner

Sophie and Noah Geoghegan
Kimberly George

Hickory Park Furniture
Jeff and Jenny Hines/Sign Sytems, Inc.

 Erin and Robert Hooks
Sara and Rusty Isenhour

Kenneth K and Suzanne G Millholland Endowment Fund
Lynn and Leroy Lail

L. B. Lane Family Founda�on, Inc. 
Catherine LeFevers

in memory of David LeFevers

Deborah and David Looper
Cindy and Tom Lundy

Kathleen and Dale Menard
Mr. David K. Millholland

Robin and John Mills
Elyse and Bryan Neuwirth

Margaret Ann and Dean Powell
in honor of Kathryn Greathouse

Michael Roper
Mickey Shuford

Spectrum Financial/Peter and John Nelson
Diane and John Teeter
TSH Charitable Fund 

von Drehle Corpora�on
Sheree and Michael Watson

Robert Williams and Stephen Heavner
Donna Wright

Lynn and Chip Young

Benefactor
Judith and Jim Tarlton

Joyce Corbe�
Mr. and Mrs. Boyd L. George

Pepsi-Cola

TSH Charitable Founda�on, Inc.
Ken Wilkinson and Allen Wood

 in memory of Maxwell

Thank you to all 422 donors to the 2022 United Arts Fund Campaign which supports our arts, science and history 
organizations so they can continue to help make Catawba County a great place to live and work.

Sustainer 

Sponsor

Donor

Patron 
Beaver Family Founda�on, Inc.

Sandra and Ronald Deal
George Founda�on, Inc.

Kulynych Family Founda�on I, Inc.
Helgi and Buck Shuford

Preserver
Dr. and Mrs. John L. Almeida

Catawba Valley Health System
Sally and Jeff Decker

Linda and John Greenwell
John and Jane Jonkhoff 

O. Leonard Moretz Founda�on
Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc.

Nancy and Alex Shuford
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cvcc.edu  |  828.327.7000 x4406

STUDY THEATRE, MUSIC, OR VISUAL ARTS

Improve your craft

Learn how to build your career in the Arts

Transfer to a four-year university or 

Work in the arts upon graduation



J. DON COLEMAN EDUCATION FUND
MUSIC EDUCATION GRANTS

In 1984, the J. Don Coleman Education Fund was established to honor the Hickory    
Choral Society’s founding director and help promote and expand choral music in Catawba 
County School systems. The program includes public schools in Burke, Caldwell and 
Alexander counties as well.    
Each fall, music educators in the participating school systems are invited to apply for 
grants from this fund.  Knowing that most public schools work with very limited funding 
for the arts, grant money is awarded for the purchase of music related to projects or  
performances for the current school year.  This will then help schools build a library of 
music that can be used for years to come.

HCS is proud to acknowledge the following grant recipients  
for the 2022-23 school year:

    School				       Teacher		    Principal
    Burke County Elem Honors Chorus  	    Wendy Hardin			 

    Draughn High School  		     Ashley Sigmon		   Jeanene Burris

    East Burke Middle School  		     Kiki Neale		    DJ Carswell

    Gamewell Elementary			     Mary Katherine Taylor	  Cathy Barlow

    Hickory High School			      Jessica Cockroft	   Rebecca Tuttle

    Maiden High School			      Cammie Driver	   Brian McCree Hefner

    Newton-Conover High School		    Jason Myers		    Joshua Weese

    Startown Elementary School		     Margy Butterfield	   Jennifer Stodden

    West Caldwell High School		     Bethany Wolfe		   Richard Griffin
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Customized advice that 
changes with your needs.
Everyone has different financial goals and priorities, and they change 
and grow as you do. That’s why it’s important for me to get to know you 
and understand what you’re working toward. Together, we can create a 
personalized financial plan that fits your needs today and helps you build the 
tomorrow you deserve.

Rice, Sayers and Associates
A private wealth advisory practice of  
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

828.324.0127
34 Second St NW, Suite 300, Hickory, NC 28601 
randall.w.rice@ampf.com  
ameripriseadvisors.com/randall.w.rice

Randall W. Rice, CFP®
Private Wealth Advisor | CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ practitioner

 
 Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque 
design) in the U.S. 
Investment advisory products and services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC, a registered investment adviser. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
© 2022 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Proudly Supporting 
the Arts and
Our Community 
for 48 Years

DELUXEPRINTINGGROUP .COM828.322.1329



OUR HISTORY

The Hickory Choral Society (HCS) is an all-volunteer auditioned choir of around 100 singers 
from multiple counties that offers a variety of annual performances for the Catawba Valley 
Region of Western North Carolina. 

Founded in 1978 by J. Don Coleman, and under the current leadership of Artistic Director, 
Dr. Ryan Luhrs, HCS remains committed to choral excellence and collaborates frequently 
with members of the Western Piedmont Symphony. 

Recent major work performances include Mendelssohn’s Elijah and Dan Forrest’s Jubilate Deo. 
In 2013, HCS commissioned Dan Forrest’s Requiem, a work that has received international 
critical acclaim. The choir has performed in major US venues including Carnegie Hall in New 
York City, and has toured twice internationally, most recently in  
Austria and the Czech Republic.
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Welcoming a new Artistic Director in Dr. Ryan Luhrs, bouncing back from a pandemic  
during which singing in front of a live audience didn't exist, and looking toward the beginning 
of a benchmark 45th anniversary year coalesced into a strategic planning process during 2021-22 
to take the Hickory Choral Society into its next 45 years! One of the outcomes of that plan was 
our new vision statement: Inspiring, Educating, and Connecting Through Song.
 
Another output from that planning process was the development of four overarching pillars, to 
guide HCS as we move forward:
	 • Artistic Vision: Create music that transcends the ordinary as we explore innovative  
	    opportunities through the artistic lens of Dr. Ryan Luhrs
	 • Grow and Diversify: Secure the future of HCS as we explore chorus size and expand  
	    our diversity, explore venue options and collaborative performances, and reach broader  
	    and more diverse audiences
	 • Infrastructure: Enable the work as we explore governance structures that position us  
	    for efficiency, integrity, and strength
	 • Increase Revenue: Achieve our mission and vision as we explore increasing  
	    endowments, diversifying and coordinating revenue streams, and maximizing  
	    special events
 
What does this mean for our supporters and singers?
 
As we utilize these four pillars to enable our updated mission, which is that the Hickory Choral 
Society transforms lives through performance, support of music education and the  
advancement of social harmony in the North Carolina Foothills and beyond, we hope you 
will hear music you know and love…but also some new music that leaves you forever changed. 
We hope music educators in our community will access the many resources we make available,  
to engage their students in new ways that stretch and enliven in a world that is ever-changing  
but can be brought together through song. Our biggest hope? As Dr. Luhrs puts it, "Let's get  
everyone singing!"
 
We look forward to singing with you for another 45 years!

 
Inspiring, Educating, and Connecting Through Song

for the Next 45 Years!
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YOUR SUPPORT MAKES 
THE MUSIC POSSIBLE!

Contributing Memberships and Concert Underwriters include 
the following benefits:

	 1) Reserved seats for three concerts: Christmas 2022, Spring 2023,  
	 and Fall 2023 (number varies by level).

	 2) Live streaming of the Saturday evening Christmas concert,  
	 available for 7 days.

	 3) Senior Discount of 10% for 65 and over for Contributing Memberships.

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

Sustainer (New!)
(minimum $1,000)	   			     
 - Up to 10 Reserved Seats 

 - Christmas parking: 3 reserved spaces

 - "Unique Sneak Peek"
   Thursday evening of Christmas  
    Concert Week

 - Chance to conduct "Sleigh Ride"  
   at the "Unique Sneak Peek"

 - Complimentary CD from the
   Christmas/Spring/Fall concerts

 - Two annual invitation-only
   events with HCS leadership

Benefactor (minimum $450)	   
  Up to 8 Reserved Seats
  Christmas parking: 2 reserved spaces 

Patron (minimum $275)	   
  Up to 6 Reserved Seats
  Christmas parking: 1 reserved space 

Donor (minimum $200)	   
  Up to 4 Reserved Seats 

Sponsor (minimum $4125)	   
  Up to 2 Reserved Seats 

Friend (minimum $65)	   
  Up to 1 Reserved Seats

Executive Underwriter	   
$10,000			     

Partner Underwriter
$5,000

Associate Underwriter
$2.500

Concert Underwriting benefits include:	   
  - All benefits of Sustainer level, plus 10 additional  
    seats for the concert supported
 
 -  Full page color ad in 45th season program book
 
 - Acknowledgement as an underwriter at the  
    appropriate level in all publicity for a specific  
    Concert (you will be contacted to select a concert)

CONCERT UNDERWRITING LEVELS
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Stay In The 
Know

To register your email 

address(es), please contact  

Hickory Choral Society  

at 828-322-2210  

or email   
noteworthy@ 

hickorychoralsociety.org.

Thank you  
for your  
Support

45th Season Membership
2022 - 2023



WPSymphony.org
experience the music. hear your Story.

MASTERWORKS
in P.E. Monroe Auditorium

Lenoir-Rhyne University
Joe Lulloff, Saxophone         |  October 15, 2022
Orchestral Blockbusters                  |  November 19, 2022
Britton-René Collins, Vibraphone  |  February 11, 2023
Laura Dangerfield Stevens, Flute   |  March 11, 2023
Kinga Augustyn, Violin                          |  April 22, 2023

CHAMBER CLASSICS
in Drendel Auditorium

Lorena Guillén Tango Ensemble   |  September 24, 2022
Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas    |  November 5, 2022
John Salmon Trio       |  February 18, 2023
Balourdet Quartet         |  April 1, 2023

2022 - 2023
58      SEASONth

MASTERWORKS           CHAMBER CLASSICS           FOOTHILLS POPS

FOOTHILLS POPS
in J.E. Broyhill Civic Center

Music of the knights®    |  October 22, 2022
Holiday Pops     |  December 2, 2022
Shaken, Not Stirred    |  May 13, 2023
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At Lenor-Rhyne, we are a community of passionate 
learners who lift you up and inspire you to become 
your best self.

LOCALLY ROOTED
SINCE 1891.

55+ undergraduate majors

30+ graduate programs

23 NCAA Division II athletic teams 

96% of our graduates are employed 
or in graduate school six months after 
graduation 

Top 40 school for social mobility and 
best value in the South by U.S. News and 
World Report

lr.edu
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The	Hickory	Choral	Society	would	like	to	thank	the	sponsors	of	our	second	annual	HCS	Golf	
Classic,	held	on	April	25,	2022.		Their	support	enabled	another	successful	event	and	helped	

provide	funding	for	many	of	our	programs	in	Season	44!	

	

***Save the Date*** 

Monday, May 1, 2023 
We	will	be	hosting	our	third	annual	HCS	Golf	Classic	on	Monday,	May	1,	2023	at	Catawba	
Country	Club	in	Newton,	NC.		All	tournament	proceeds	will	be	used	for	HCS	concerts	and	

educational	activities.		Watch	for	registration	and	sponsorship	details	in	the	mail	and	online	–	
you	don’t	want	to	miss	it!	

	

	

	

	

	

The Hickory Choral Society would like to thank the sponsors of our second annual HCS Golf
Classic, held on April 25, 2022. Their support enabled another successful  event and helped

provide funding for many of our programs in Season 44!

Save the Date
3rd Annual Golf Classic 
Monday, May 1, 2023

Catawba Country Club, Newton, NC



Print

Mobile AppOnline

All free, anytime...
Shop. Dine. Events. Local. News You Can Use! 

www.focusnewspaper.com | 828-322-1036
FOCUS Newspaper, every Thursday since 1978!

Search for Focus Newspaper NC in your App Store 

FOCUS NEWSPAPER, APP & WEBSiTE!

Print • Online • Mobile App
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HELPING YOU THROUGH EVERY 
 NOTE IN YOUR SONG.  

………………………………………………… 
Contact us for a complimentary, no obligation consultation on 

any of the following services: 
 

Retirement and Income Planning 
Life Insurance and Long Term Care 

Individual Wealth Management 
 

TODD ASHWORTH       BETH WATTS ROGERS 
                  Financial Planner             Financial Planner 
 

todd.ashworth@raymondjames.com // beth.rogers@raymondjames.com 
1887 N Center Street // Hickory, NC 28601 // 828-322-1111 // rfpartnersnc.com 

 
Securities	offered	through	Raymond	James	Financial	Services,	Inc.,	member	FINRA/SIPC.	Investment	advisory	
services	offered	through	Raymond	James	Financial	Services	Advisors,	Inc.	Renaissance	Financial	Partners	of	North	
Carolina,	LLC	is	not	a	registered	broker/dealer	and	is	independent	of	Raymond	James	Financial	Services.	
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Hearing Aids- Sinus Care - Voice & Swallowing   
Allergy Care -Thyroid Disorders- Sleep & Snoring

www.carolinaearnosethroat.com

Carolina Ear Nose & Throat 
Sinus and Allergy Center, P.A.
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FOR SEASON TICKETS & 
MORE INFORMATION VISIT 

HICKORYTHEATRE.ORG 
OR CALL 828●328●2283

SEASON 74 2022-2023

Dec 2  - 17, 2022 Jan 20 - Feb 4, 2023 Feb 17 - Mar 4, 2023

Mar 17 - Apr 2, 2023 Apr 28 - May 13, 2023 Jun 2 - 17, 2023

Aug 26 - Sep 10, 2022 Oct 14 - 29, 2022 Nov 4 - 19, 2022
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Ready to 
enjoy retirement?
Make the move to Kingston.
enjoy retirement?
Make the move to Kingston.

www.kingstonhickory.com
Genuine Care – Dedicated To You

828-327-9955904 Second St., NE
Hickory, NC 28601

• Private Apartments with Bathroom & Kitchenette
• 3 Chef Prepared Meals Served 
• All Utilities (Cable TV, Power & Telephone) Included
• 24/7 Emergency Call System
• Routinely Scheduled Exercise Programs
• Licensed Nurses On Duty 24/7 For Assistance 
• Transportation Services
• Weekly Housekeeping
• Wide Range of Activities

Independent & Assisted Living

1333 2ND STREET NE, SUITE 302, HICKORY, NC 28601
MICHELE H. COMPTON, SENIOR WEALTH ADVISOR, RJFS

MICHELE@SIGNATUREWEALTH.COM
( 8 2 8 )  2 7 0 - 3 2 0 0

Signature Wealth Strategies is not a registered broker / dealer nor is it affiliated with Raymond James Fi-
nancial Services. Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA / 
SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors Inc.

WHAT’S THE STORY 
IN YOUR SECOND ACT?

LET US HELP YOU 
DESIGN IT.

our mission:
to bring people together and 
inspire creativity through the 
power of art. 

2022_2023 Choral Society Program Ad.indd   1 9/26/2022   9:20:04 AM
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Want To Sing With Us?
Interested in singing with the HCS? 

 

Open Auditions held
• Thursday, January 5th, 2023, 6:00 PM

 

 Please contact the office at 828-322-2210 for an  
application and appointment.

Advisory services offered through Wealth Enhancement Advisory Services, LLC (WEAS), a registered investment advisor. Certain, but not all, investment 
advisor representatives (IARs) of WEAS are also registered representatives of and offer securities through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Wealth 
Enhancement Group and WEAS are separate entities from LPL. Wealth Enhancement Group is a registered trademark of Wealth Enhancement Group, LLC.

wealthenhancement.com     |     (828) 322-9595
knewton@wealthenhancement.com

SIMPLIFYING LIVES IN HICKORY COMMUNITIES
We are your local resources for:

- Retirement Planning - Investment Management
- Estate Planning - College Planning
- Transition Planning - Elder Care Planning



September 2, 3, 4m, 9, 10, 11m,
 16, 17, 18m, 2022 

November 18, 19, 20m, 

 25, 26, 27m, 

                     December 2, 3, 4m,  2022

January 13, 14, 15m, 
                     20, 21, 22m, 27, 28, 29m 2023

May 5, 6, 7m, 12, 13, 14m, 
                             19, 20, 21m, 2023 

June 9, 10, 11m, 
      16, 17, 18m, 2023

October 14, 15, 16m, 
         21, 22, 23m,  2022

m denotes 3pm matinee only.
 All other show times are 7:30pm.

April 14, 15, 16m, 
         21, 22, 23m,  2023

February 17, 18, 19m, 
 24, 25, 26m, 2023

March 17, 18, 19m, 
 24, 25, 26m, 2023
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SHOWTIMESHOWTIME
•  I T ’ S  •

SHOWTIME

THE HICKORY
CHORAL SOCIETY

P R O U D  S U P P O R T E R  O F



401 S. College Street • Morganton, NC
828-433-7469 • commaonline.org

2022 - 2023
Tickets on Sale Now!
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breathe » live » thrive | carolinaasthma.com

Sarbjeet K. Sran, MD     Amy Thompson, PA-C

Quality Asthma & Allergy 
Care Right Here in Hickory

We offer patient-focused care to patients of all ages. 
Areas of specialty include food allergy, drug allergy,  
venom allergy, and asthma. 

Call 828-327-0600 to schedule an appointment.

Honoring our Forever Alto, 
Merinda 
Grant
Who shared 

her sparkle 

and joy every 

Christmas

With a song 

in her heart.

We miss you.   

The HCS Alto Section

For 50 years, Catawba Women’s Center has 
delivered “Caring For A Lifetime” to our patients 
by providing comprehensive OB/GYN care for 
women at all stages of their lives. Schedule an 
appointment by calling 828-322-4140.

Delivering Quality Care 
For Generations

1501 Tate Boulevard, SE  |  Suite 201  |  Hickory 
828-322-4140  |  CatawbaWomensCenter.com

Our Practice Offers:
15 OB/GYN Providers

Catawba County’s Only                                    
Private Midwifery Practice

Experienced and Friendly Nurses & Staff

Mammography

Bone Density Testing

Incontinence Treatments
broome-associates.com

630 4th St SW Hickory

Keeping Your
Insurance
Policies in
Harmony

 
782 Radio Station Road   Newton, NC  28658  828-381-2978 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Abingdon Housing Services,Inc. 
Would like to introduce you to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One Level, 55+, Barrier Free 
Townhomes Conveniently 

Located in Downtown Newton  
 

Home Prices Starting in the  
$180’s   

 

For more Information 
Web Site – azaleaglennc.com 

Call – 828-381-2978 
 
 
 

 

 
782 Radio Station Road   Newton, NC  28658  828-381-2978 
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One Level, 55+, Barrier Free 
Townhomes Conveniently 

Located in Downtown Newton  
 

Home Prices Starting in the  
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For more Information 
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Call – 828-381-2978 
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR  

    45TH YEAR! 
MIKE AND DENISE FILIP 

	

	

CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR

45TH YEAR!
Mike and Denise Filip 45Celebr

ating

Years of Excellence



S. Kimberly Jones, dds

Pediatric Dentistry
828-327-9029

S. Kimberly Jones, dds

Pediatric Dentistry
828-327-9029

1204 N. Center St • Hickory, NC 28601
828-327-9029

www.skimberlyjonesdds.com

Follow the "happiest smiles in town" to

Pedia
tric Dentistry
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Est 2019

H I C K O R Y
WINE SHOPPE

www.hickorywineshoppe.com
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Music reaches places in the heart
that words can’t touch.

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

You can't predict the future, so plan 
for it. 

Rachel Weiland 
Financial Advisor

1732 North Center St 
Hickory, NC 28601 
828-327-2014
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Proudly supporting the Arts!

•  @885WFDD  •  wfdd.org  •

Learn something new.
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LIFE WELL PLANNED. 
10 13th Avenue   ·   Hickory, NC 28601    ·   828.324.4420 

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Resource Partners, LLC is not a regis-
tered broker dealer, and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP® and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ in the U.S.  The Invest-

ment Management Consultant designation is awarded to those who complete the Raymond James Institute of Investment Management Consulting Program. 

Carl Cline 
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 

Sharon Cline 
REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE 

Frank Young 
FINANCIAL ADVISOR 

Kit Cannon 
FINANCIAL ADVISOR 

Chip Young 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER TM  
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Because every 
moment matters.

CarolinaCaring.org

“QUALITY BUILDING SUPPLIES”
SINCE 1938

2750 US HWY 64-90 WEST 
TAYLORSVILLE, NC 28681

(828) 632-4679

www.sipelumber.com

Congratulations to HCS
on 41 years. . . .

of beautiful music

HSM Proudly Supports the
Hickory Choral Society

For more information on HSM visit us online at:
www.hsmsolutions.com



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

509 1st Ave South 
Conover, NC  28613 

828-464-3031 
www.drumfh-conover.com 

 
 

940 29th Ave NE 
Hickory, NC  28601 

828-267-5740 
www.drumfh-hickory.com 

 
 

56 Northwest Blvd 
Newton, NC  28658 

828-464-0131 
www.willisreynoldsfh.com 

 

Drum ♦ Willis-Reynolds  
Funeral Homes & Crematory 

 

Serving you since 1926  
 
 

Duane Alexander 
General Manager 
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foothills
Digest

Foothills Digest is telling the story of western North Carolina. 
We focus on arts, culture, history, nature and food. Enjoy 
50% off a year’s subscription to our quarterly, themed 
magazine. Visit us and read back issues at  foothillsdigest.com. 
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 .calm 

The Classical Oasis For Your Mind, Body, and Soul 

89.9 FM / WDAV.ORG / MOBILE APP / SMART SPEAKER



 

  Exodus Works 
610 4th St. SW 

Hickory, NC 28602  
828-324-2390 

www.exodushomes.org 
 

“Transformed People Transforming Other People “ 
 

Temp to Perm Laborers 
Residential and Commercial Moving  

General Labor of All Kinds  
Odd Jobs 

Clean Outs 
Landscaping – Contracts Available 

Pressure Washing 
Gutter Cleaning 
Debris Removal 

Donation Pick-Up 
Pick-up and Delivery 

 
Call Us Today! 

 

 
 

Exodus Works is the revenue generating vocational training program of 
Exodus Homes.  All proceeds from Exodus Works go to support our 

supportive housing program at Exodus Homes.  
Many thanks to the Hickory Choral Society for supporting our great work 

in the community!  
 


